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(I am not competent to speak of other than literary
departments, although In them doubtless the same
phenomenon Is to be observed) dissertations which,
If they may occasionally have encountered the frowns
of conservative external examiners, who pin their
faith to the German type, with its smothering blanket
of footnotes and its endless bibliographies, have
pointed out the way to the kind of work that we
are best fitted to produce. In any case, dissertations
have been produced in all our schools which have at
least appealed to an English publisher—to whom the
very word " dissertation " Is usually anathema—as
books which he felt it an honour to give to the world.
I ought perhaps to add that in recent years, since
my student days, a change has come over German
academic aims and methods. The pendulum has
swung from fact to speculation. But to my mind
this has hardly been a change for the better. It has
certainly not resulted in a type of dissertation which
could serve as a model It has not been an aid to
aesthetic appreciation, but has led rather to an orgy
of metaphysics.
In all that I have been saying you may think I
hold too lightly what I have described as the ultimate
goal of literary study—the formation of the critical
judgment: or that I have lost sight of the great
function of out universities, which Is to educate,
You may think, too, that I have had too exclusively
in view the training of the literary specialist, the future
literary historian and critic: and too little the needs
of the vast majority of our students. We do. In this
country, lay more stress on this function than in
Germany, where the conception of academic activity
is too often obsessed by the function of widening
and advancing knowledge. We think less of adding
brick to brick in the building of the temple of know-
ledge than of trying to purify and ennoble the minds
of the younger generation, by teaching them to hold
right communion with the great minds of our race.

